
Where did this year go?!

2011 has been our busiest year since 

FCYF was founded in 2003.  We have so 

much to share with you: 

Read about FCYF’s Child-Headed 

Household Knitting Co-op on pages 2-3

Find out what Wisdom Primary and 

Nursery School are up to on page 4

Follow cookery training pioneers from 

the Deaf Children Center on page 5

Hear about a novel fundraising project in 
Minnesota on page 6

Learn about ‘culture shock’ on pages 7-8

Find ‘Intercordia at home’ on page 9

Enjoy adventures of Think Money Team 

Rwanda 2011 on pages 10-11

Inspired by these stories to 

DONATE? It’s so easy at: http://

www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/

FairChildrenYouthFoundation/

FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION

Above: Volunteers Kat, Monique and 
Jemma get a new angle on life in 
making new Rwandan friends!

Our 2011 FCYF newsletter comes to 
you through the stories of our 
volunteers. They hail from many 
countries. Some come by themselves 
or after signing up with our partners 
2WayDevelopment or AfID. Others join 
supervised college student and 
business groups.      

Hosting volunteers can put heavy 
pressure on a small foundation like 
FCYF, which still has such slender 
means with which to meet pressing 
community needs.  

It’s so good to look at these shining 
faces above and share the stories that 
follow with you. They remind us all 
what a healthy local and global 
community we are busy creating 
together! 

HOME  STAYS  FOR  VOLUNTEERS:  
They require more organization and supervision 
than volunteer placements at the volunteer 
center, but Stephanie tells you just what a great 
experience they can be (page 9 ) 

ANCIENT  LIFE  IS  BETTER  THAN 
MODERN  LIFE:: An accountant fresh from one 
of the world’s foremost financial institutions is 
astonished by the composure and debating skills of 
Wisdom Primary School’s 9-11 year olds (page 4)

READY  FOR  EAR  TESTING?  Because 
Director Louis and team at the Deaf Children’s 
Center have done so much to reassure these 
children, they feel safe to meet Jane (page 11)

SCHOOL’S OUT AT FCYF!
FAIR CHILDREN YOUTH FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER 2011

http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/FairChildrenYouthFoundation/FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION


BLOGSPOT 1
Many FCYF volunteers keep online blogs while they 
are in Musanze. Writing a blog is an easy and 
practical way to keep friends and family in touch 
with their day-to-day lives, and gives an opportunity 
for volunteers to step back regularly, reflect on and 
internalize their experiences. A blog can serve as a 
valuable journal record both for FCYF and the 
volunteers, long after they have left Rwanda. 
Blogging can also be a great way to tell the 
Foundations’s story, stimulate wider interest and 
awareness, and also raise funds for the many 
hundreds of marginalized children in Musanze who 
still desperately need access to basic human rights  

We thank Jemma Hogwood and 

Rachael Shopland for letting us 

share some favorite moments from 
their 2011 blogs with you here. 

They offer a vivid picture of daily 
life in FCYF and the effect this can 
have upon a volunteer who 
comes ‘from a different world’
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BLOGSPOT 1: Jemma’s Blog contd. 
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Success! Jemma’s fundraising produced enough to buy 
two new knitting machines for the CHH co-operative. 
Children from the Deaf School were among the first 
customers to benefit from the new machines. See them 
below, wearing their bright sweaters with great pride 

Dr. Jemma Hogwood joined FCYF as a volunteer in October 2010 soon after she qualified as a clinical psychologist. The varied experience she gained 
in different FCYF projects gave her many insights into the individual and societal challenges Rwandans face. Jemma left FCYF in August and soon after 
gained a full time role as a professional psychologist with SURF and Foundation Rwanda in Kigali. FCYF wishes her very well in her new position.

Feel inspired by Jemma to DONATE to 

FCYF? Go to our new fundraising page : 
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/
FairChildrenYouthFoundation/
FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDATION
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BLOGSPOT 2: Rachael

      RACHAEL & AFID

Rachael Shopland from 
London, UK

Profession: Accountant

Placement: August -
November 2011

Role: Help FCYF introduce 
new and improved financial 
management systems

Placement Partner: 
Accounting for International 
Development (AfID)

Partner Mission: 
Offering accountants the 
opportunity to use their 
skills to make a genuine 
difference as volunteers 
while gaining invaluable 
hands-on experience in the 
international sector

“Ancient Life is better than Modern Life” - the motion for the first debating 

competition between Wisdom Primary and its friendly rival Sonrise Primary!! I was very 

excited to secure a place on the Wisdom supporters’ bench for this important inaugural 

event, held at Sunrise.! And very professional it was too!! The teams comprised 8 boys & 

girls from each school, aged between 9 and 11 years old.! Both were dressed incredibly 

smartly (Wisdom children in their Sabbath uniforms of blue and white striped dresses / 

shirts) and were well versed in the rules and practices of professional debating including 

starting address for each speaker (“Madame Chairperson, Secretary, Judges, Proposers, 

Opposers and the House at Large”) and how to challenge the other team by making either a 

point of order; point of enquiry or point of information.! The quality of the debate itself 
frankly blew me away.! Each child was able to stand up in front of what must have been 

200-300 other children/teachers in the audience and raise many good quality points 

addressing health, community, technology, family and ethical issues.!! I would have been 

surprised to see such a debate from secondary school children, never mind primary.! As the 

children got more confident, they started to challenge each other’s points and members 

of the “house” were also able to challenge, sometimes quite harshly, but 

always politely.! Amazing to watch!!!Wisdom were the winners!!!! And I 

know I might seem biased but they did make better quality points                  

Like Many Volunteers 

Rachael walked to work 

each day of her placement. 

She says “I had the most 

scenic walk to work I've 

ever had” 
WISDOM 

NURSERY 
SCHOOL

Sed neque lacus, 
scelerisque et cursus

124

   Wisdom Nursery School pupils are absolutely 
adorable.  On nursery school days I try to get there 
for 7.30am to watch them sing songs and play games 
before classes.!On Friday, they did a little baby “rap” 
song: different children would come up individually 
and sing a few lines to a song, while the teacher 
played a drum to accompany them.!So cute!!There 
was the scarier moment also where Kat, Becky and I 
got asked to teach them all (over 100 children) a new 
song – thankfully, a friend had suggested Wheels on 
the Bus, which went down very well as the little ones 
liked the actions and all know what a bus is

WISDOM /
SONRISE : 
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL DEBATE

4



Early readers of FCYF 
newsletters may 
remember a little girl who 
often seemed to be center 
stage in Deaf Children 
Center photos. 

From the moment she joined 
the school, little Ally was always 
ready to leap into action, first 
showing a fellow student how to 
use a garden hoe, then coaching 
the Center’s Director, Louis, on 
his soccer skills. 

FCYF staff soon recognized 
Ally’s potential and have done all 
they can to teach and nurture 
her natural talents. Yet even the 
most optimistic of them would 
not have predicted that, within 
four years of joining the school,  
Ally and fellow student Kensole 
would spend their two month 
Christmas vacation on a 
program for trainee chefs in one 
of Rwanda’s premier lodges 
catering to foreign tourists. 

For that to happen, things also 
had to change significantly in the 
wider community.  And attitudes 
toward the deaf are changing 
slowly, thanks to efforts by FCYF 
staff to raise community 

awareness, and to partners like 
Sabyinyo Lodge offering training 
opportunities for deaf youth.  

Visible support from the nation’s 
leaders helps too. See the Prime 
Minister below as he singles 
FCYF deaf students out for 
attention at a public gathering in 
Musanze.   

Mixing with international visitors 
also prepares children for new 
challenges. UK volunteers 
Rachael and Becky accompanied 
the two young FCYF trainees to 
Sabyinyo Lodge to help them 
settle in.  Ally and Kensole are 
true pioneers and FCYF looks 
forward to hearing about their 
experiences when they return.  

Ally in 2011 (in yellow) and Kensole (left) with 

Sabyinyo Lodge’s Head Chef and another team member

Ally coaching another student 

in gardening class in how to 

get to grips with a hoe!

A young Ally showing herself 

ever eager to help others do 

things - even Director Louis! 

The Rwandan Prime Minister publicly greets 
FCYF Deaf Center students during his recent 
World Food Day visit to Musanze

Ally in 2009 - already a rising star 
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\X_%9'/1%X^:`a%369'/]:%%;69'/%
3'('%*'(&%+/$'('#$',%"/,%6b'/%
,6/"$',%$4'%'B$("%__W:%%-"/&%8">.=$&%
9'9D'(#1%9"='%"/,%8'9"='1%*+#+$',%
$4'%$"D='%,.(+/5%$4'%,"&:%%A69'%9"='%
#$.,'/$#%3'('%96('%('#+#$"/$:%-"/&%
9'/%7"+,%8.==%7(+>'%"/,%$46.54$%+$%"%
>='*'(%+,'"1%D.$%#69'%('8.#',%$6%D.&%
"/&$4+/5%86(%8.==%7(+>':%%U%4+54=+54$%
3"#%$4'%>6/*'(#"G6/%3+$4%$36%
'B>4"/5'%#$.,'/$#%8(69%23"/,"%346%
C/'3%$4'%QEE%#>466=%"/,%3'('%5=",%
3'%3'('%,6+/5%"%8./,("+#'(%86(%$4'9:%

Ub'(%"%8.==%,"&%68%"3"('/'##c("+#+/51%
;%#-(./%1#VOWXGYX#02-#97%#4HH#8.-)/%
$6%D.&%9"$'(+"=#%"/,%>('"$'%96('%
D'".G8.=%7(6,.>$#%$6%#'==%"/,%
.=G9"$'=&%7(6*+,'%#'>.(+$&%86(%$4'+(%
8"9+=+'#:%%%%

DONEC 
ARCU 
DIAM
Amet sit. 
Congue 
tortor cursus 
risus 
vestibulum 
commodo 

nisl, luctus 
augue amet 
quis aenean 
maecenas 
sit, donec 
velit iusto, 
morbi felis 
elit et nibh. 
Vestibulum 
volutpat dui 

lacus 
consectetuer
, mauris at 
suspendisse, 
eu wisi 
rhoncus 
Sociosqu 
netus semper 
aenean 
suspendisse 

Concordia College Continues FCYF Support in Minnesota

Type to enter text
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How does a new volunteer at FCYF come to terms with 
‘culture shock’? Becky Nice from England tells her story
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   Becky soon makes new friends at Wisdom School 

Becky’s Story Continues:
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$4(6.54%.7#%"/,%,63/#1%566,%G9'#%"/,%$6.54%G9'#:%E63'*'(1%
3'%"==%='"(/',%$4"$%$'"(#%"/,%8'"(#%"('%/'>'##"(&%86(%5(63$4%"/,%
5(63$4%+#%34"$%4"77'/',%3+$4%.#%"==:%;'%,6/R$%C/63%34'/%
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The first thing we noticed 
about Musanze was how 
friendly and welcoming 
everyone was from the 
moment we arrived.  

We were running late due to a 
baggage delay and arrived into 
Musanze after 9.00pm. We 
were so pleased that some of 
the mentors had waited up to 
meet us. After a fantastic meal 
at Elie and Bernadette’s, we 
went back to our hotel to start 
our Think Money Team 
adventure

We began our 5 days in 
Musanze with a trip to the Deaf 
School where we met the 
children and teachers. We were 
given a fantastic welcome by 
the students, who gave us a 
traditional dance as well as 
giving us all a name in sign 
language.  

We ran a photographic workshop 
for the students, giving them all 
the opportunity to take their own 
pictures with digital cameras - 
which they really seemed to 
enjoy! We also held sessions for 
face painting and football, which 
everyone loved.

We then met with the mentors of 
the child-headed households (the 
‘Nkundabana’) who were kind 
enough to share their own 
experiences with us.

Another highlight of our trip was 
meeting with widows from the 
Kimonyi cooperatives. They 
greeted us with a sea of  color, 

dancing and smiling faces! We 
were all very moved by the gifts 
we received and really enjoyed 
dancing. It was great to see how 
much of an impact joining a 
cooperative was having on these 
women - helping them to develop 
the skills they need to become 
self-sufficient.

THINK MONEY       VISIT ARRANGED THROUGH    JUBILEE ACTION
Thanks to the tireless efforts of partners like J u b i l e e A c t i o n a n d Network for Africa, FCYF h a s e n j o y e d f u n d i n g support and volunteer visits from Manchester-based Think Money since 2008. 

Jubilee Action and Think Money funding provides vital support to the Child-H e a d e d H o u s e h o l d Vo c a t i o n a l T r a i n i n g Program and the Deaf Children Center Nyange

TEAM RWANDA 2011

For many boys and girls at both Wisdom 
Primary and the Deaf Center Schools, the 
highlight of the Think Money team visit 
was the World Cup Soccer Tournament

Widows from the Kimonyi Cooperatives 
asupported by FCYF greet the Think 
Money Team members with traditional 
singing and dancing
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One thing that seems to unite 
children (and adults) all over the 
world is a love of sport. We 
arranged a “Rwandan Soccer 
World Cup” and had a fantastic 
time watching - and playing in - 
some great matches. Teams from 
the Deaf and Wisdom Schools 
participated, and Wisdom won a 
closely fought final 1 – 0. 

That only tells half the story: the 
joy on the faces of all involved 
and the skills of some very 
talented footballers will live with 
us forever. The fact that the 
children happily accepted some 
dubious decisions (by an out-of-
breath English referee) and guest 
appearances (by some out-of-
shape English visitors) made this 
day even more memorable!

Every tournament has its high 
points. Goal of the tournament 
had to be the scorching volley by 

an 11-year-old girl from the Deaf 
School during an exciting game 
with some of the older children. 
Player of the tournament? 
Teacher Louis. His determination 
to see his children succeed in life 
by giving them a fantastic 
education is matched only by his 
determination to win the Think 
Money “Rwandan World Cup”! 
Good luck next year, Louis!

As our trip came to a close we 
took some of the deaf children 
out for a day trip. Elie kindly 
organized the use of Wisdom 
School’s minibus and we took 
the children to a lake where 
they enjoyed boat rides and 
took more photographs. 

All in all we had a fantastic 
- and at times, humbling - 
experience, which will 
live with us always. 

We hope that the next 
Think Money team 
have an experience 
that's as amazing 
and enriching as 
ours, and our 
thoughts and 
prayers will 
always be with 
the people of Rwanda

THINK MONEY VOLUNTEER VISIT contd

 THINK MONEY TEAM                 
        2011 REPORT BY

            CHRIS JONES

         NICOLA BACON
          GARY SUTTON

  CHERYL CROSTHWAITE
       STEVEN MUIRHEAD

In October, Anna-mai of Jubilee 
Action was back again in Musanze. She 
accompanied Jane, an audiologist from 

the Seashell Trust, who came to 
serve the acute need for Rwandan 
children’s individualized ear testing and 

hearing aids. News spread fast and 
during their stay, Jane tested many more 
children than planned.

Want to Volunteer 
at FCYF?
Check out: 
www.fairchildren
rwanda.org

Want to DONATE 
to FCYF? Go to: 
http://www.firstgiving.com/
fundraiser/
FairChildrenYouthFoundation/
FAIRCHILDRENYOUTHFOUNDA
TION 11
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